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Cameroon 


8 More of 26 Detained Lebanese Released 15 Dec 
AB152137 Paris AFP in French 2107 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] Yaounde, 15 Dec (AFP)—Twenty of the 26 Leba- 
nese nationals detained over the weekend in Cameroon 
have now been freed, it was learned from reliable Leba- 
nese sources in Yaounde. After the release of the 12 
yesterday, 8 others were released today after they had 
been interrogated and no charges preferred against them, 
these sources add. 


Of the six Lebanese nationals still under detention for 
investigations, four live in the city of Douala and two in 
Yaounde, it was stated. It was also learned that interroga- 
tioons and investigations concerned the financial situa- 
tion of the detainees and the validity of their resident 
permits. These detentions have caused some anxiety 
within the Lebanese community of about 300 people 
living in Cameroon and who have been solidly entrenched 
in business circles for dozens of years. 


20 Lebanese Arrested for Currency Trafficking 
AB161129 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Text] Flight of capital. The decision by the minister of 
finance to control the outflow of currency from the 
national territory continues to claim more victims. After 
the expatriate, who was recently sentenced to 5 years 
imprisonment in Douala, about 20 Lebanese have just 
been arrested by the national police for their activities of 
currency trafficking. The investigation, which was started 
into this case, is continuing. 


Gabon 


Sao Tome’s Da Costa Return From France 
AB161121 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0730 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] Gabonese President Omar Bongo and his Sao 
Tomean counterpart, Pinto da Costa, returned to Libre- 
ville yesterday after attending the summit of the heads of 
state of France and Africa. Reviewing the summit before 
the press, President Bongo of Gabon stated, quote, If we 
have chosen France as our spokesman, it is because, up to 
now, it is the only country to be truly concerned about 
Africa’s debts, unqoute. [passage omitted] 


According to Sao Tome and Principe President Pinto da 
Costa, France fully understands the concerns of African 
countries and will be able to increase the awareness of the 
industrial countries so that a climate of constructuve 
dialogue can be established io overcome Africa’s current 
debt problems. The Sao Tome head of state, who will 
return home today, also spoke on the current constitu- 
tional changes in his country: 
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[Begin recording] With regard to political changes, the 
National Assembly is examining the draft proposals made 
to the parliamentarians to amend the present Constitu- 
tion and to enable us to create the post of prime minister. 
We also decided that the president of the Republic will be 
elected by universal suffrage, but I want to take this 
Opportunity to make a clarification because there was a 
misinterpretation on the election of the president of the 
Republic. What we decided was that the chairman of the 
MLSTP, Movement for the Liberation of Sao Tome and 
Principe, must be elected on the basis of a list of nomi- 
nated candidates. Therefore, there will be more than one 
candidate. They will be presented to the MLSTP Assem- 
bly. Then only one candidate will be selected as chairman 
of the party. It is this party chairman that will stand for 
presidential elections. 


In any case, the MLSTP will remain open to all political 
parties [words indistinct] in order to enable every citizen 
to find a forum where he can better express his political, 
ideological, and economic views and so on, thus creating 
favorable conditions for the strengthening of national 
unity. [end recording] 


Further Reportage on Iranian, Turkish Exiles 


2 Iranians in ‘Critical Condition’ 
AB15 1444 Paris AFP in English 1426 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] Libreville, Dec 15 (AFP)}—Two Iranian dissi- 
dents who started a hunger strike after being deported 
from France to Gabon last week are in “critical condi- 
tion,” Nicolas Bwakira, an envoy of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE here Tuesday [15 December]. [passage 
omitted] 


Eleven dissidents, including 14 Iranians and three Turks, 
are on hunger strike in protest at their expulsion from 
France. Out of a total of 17 deportees, 2 who had been 
granted refugee status in Sweden and Britain have since 
left Gabon. The dissidents, most of them believed to be 
members of the leftist Iranian opposition group People’s 
Mojahedin, were deported to this West African country 
because they allegedly threatened law and order in France. 
But the expulsions were widely seen as part of a deal for 
the release of French hostages held in Lebanon. 


Iranian sources said Ali Kayu Ozdemir, a Kurd holding a 
Turkish passport, had refused food and liquids for five 
days. The others are taking liquids. By common consent 
among the refugees, Matiya Ariya Far, a single woman 
suffering from asthma and bronchitis, is continuing to 
take food. Mr. Ozdemir “has refused to go to hospital as 
a UNHCR doctor suggested he should,” the deportees’ 
spokesman Said Assasi Tari added. One of the Iranians, 
Asad Dehgany, is also in “serious” condition, his friends 
said. Mr. Dehgany, who was wounded in fighting against 
Iranian forces, was sent to France for medical treatment 
by an international relief organization. [passage omitted] 
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Bongo To Meet Exiles 16 Dec 
AB160941 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0730 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Text] Two of the 15 Iranian and Turkish refugees 
expelled from France have been hospitalized in Libreville, 
Gabon. They were admitted to an intensive care unit but 
they refuse to receive medication. For the past 5 days, 
they have been refusing food and liquids. Also, Gabonese 
President Omar Bong» will meet them this morning. He 
stated this yesterday upon his return from Antibes where 
he participated in the 14th summit of heads of state of 
France and Africa: 


[Begin recording] | think I will have to meet these Iranian 
brothers. I will tell them that they are wrong to embark on 
a hunger strike here. I think that if they want to fight for 
their case, they must be in good health. It is not by going 
on a hunger strike, which has never been a solution to 
problems. We know very well the case of [words indis- 
tinct] he went on hunger strike. That was not the reason 
for which he was set free. 


Therefore, it is wrong to come to an independent, sover- 
eign, aud free country and go on a hunger strike. This 
country agreed to receive them. I must tell you that their 
arrival was not arranged between me and any country or 
any French official. We volunteered to receive them when 
we were told that their plane was ready to leave and so on 
and we welcomed these brothers here. They should thank 
apy today, nobody knows where they would have 
sent. 


Furthermore, it is not my duty to speak on behalf of 
France which has its reasons for expelling them from its 
soil. | am looking for a country which perhaps will be 
convenient for them. As for their return to France, I 
cannot say anything on that. Let them be happy for the 
fact that we have welcomed them. I will simply tell them 
to take food and liquids and then to wait. [end recording] 


Balance of Payments Deficit Triples Over 1986 
AB151904 Paris AFP in English 1504 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] Libreville, Dec 15 (AFP)}—Gabon’s balance of 
payments deficit for 1986 was 66.9 billion CFA francs 
compared with the 1985 total of 22.1 billion (238.9 
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million dollars compared with 75.9 million dollars, at 
current exchange rates) THE UNION newspaper 
reported here Tuesday [15 December]. It said the national 
committee monitoring the West African state’s balance of 
payments reported a 25 per cent contraction in trading. 
The fall of oil prices and of the dollar had slashed export 
revenue by 502 billion CFA francs (179.2 million dollars), 
58 per cent below the 1985 tally. The deficit was conpen- 
sated for by movements of private and public capital, 
coupled with [words indistinct] of Galbon’s foreign debt 
and drawings from the International Monetary Fund, the 
committee said. External holdings were in credit to the 
tune of 33.6 billion CFA francs (120 million dollars), but 
the committee expected the 1987 balance of payments 
figures to be just as unfavourable as those under review, 
the paper said. 


Zaire 


Envoy in Angola on U.S. Arms Transit Issue 
AB161139 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1035 GMT 
16 Dec 87 


[Text] Kinshasa, 16 Dec (AZAP)—The state commis- 
sioner for citizens rights and liberties, Mayidika Ngimbi 
Nimy, left Kinshasa this morning for Luanda with a 
personal message from the MPR founding chairman and 
president of the Republic, Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, to 
his counterpart and brother, Jose Eduardo dos Santos, the 
president of the People’s Republic of Angola. I! is believed 
that the message is on the fulfillment of the promise made 
by President Mobutu during the recent Antibes Franco- 
African summit to send in the coming days an envoy to 
the Angolan head of state in connection with the recent 
dispute between Zaire and Angola. This dispute followed 
diverse allegations made against Zaire that Zaire is 
involved in the supply of American arms to UNITA. 


It will be recalled that in order to put a stop to these false 
accusations, the MPR founding chairman wrote to the 
Zambian president, the current OAU chairman, asking 
him to dispatch neutral observers of this pan-African 
Organization to the Kamina base, at Zaire’s expense, to 
verify if American arms meant for UNITA actually passed 
through this Zairian base, as some claim without the 
slightest evidence. 
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Kenya 


Moi States Desire for Peace With Uganda 
EA151825 Nairobi Domestic Service in Swahili 
1015 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Speech by Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi at grad- 
uation ceremony at the National Youth Service College 
in Gilgil—live] 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted on importance of peace] What 
we want in this country is to strengthen relations with all 
countries. We do not want anyone to provoke us. We do 
not want anyone to provoke us. Many, including Ugan- 
dans who are doing their own thing, are interfering with 
us. But we are not interfering with them. We are staying 
on our side [of the border], but they are coming to provoke 
us. Why? We have not entered [their country]. We have 
not yet armed anybody to kill them. They are fighting 
among themselves and, therefore, I am saying they should 
not provoke us. 


We are living in peace and we wish them peace. Therefore, 
they should not bring their problems into Kenya. 
[applause] We have been very generous and many people 
have gone into business. They are in Nairobi. But many of 
them have become spies and are sending news [back 
home]. Therefore, we will take measures to see to it that 
there is security for Kenyans, so that they are not dis- 
turbed by anyone. [passage omitted on wishing graduates 
good luck] 


Government Statement on Shooting 
EA152042 Nairobi KNA in English 1742 GMT 
15 Dec 87 


[All quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Nairobi, 15th Dec—The following is the full text of 
the statement from a minister in the Office of the Presi- 
dent Mr Justice Ole Tipis: 


“The Kenya Government is closely watching the current 
situation prevailing along the Kenya/Uganda border fol- 
lowing shoot-out which erupted at the Busia border town 
yesterday afternoon instigated by a contingent of NRA 
troops. 


Sporadic shooting along the border at Busia has continued 
by the Uganda NRA troops. This shoot-out has continued 
throughout the day particularly in Busia area. 


The Kenyan side has refrained the temptation of firing 
back because it has been the consistent policy and practice 
of the Kenya Government to implement the principles of 
good neighbourliness, positive non-alignment and non- 
a in the internal affairs of other nations near 
and far. 


The Kenya stand and performance record in the Eastern 
African region, in intracontinental African relations, and 
in the wider international arena bear out our patent 
sincerity and consistent adherence to the cause of mutual 
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co-existence through mutual respect and positive peace 
among nations, which are essential for cumulative devel- 
opment and the improvement of the life-style oi mankind 
in general and of Africa in particular.“ 


“I wish to reiterate that Kenya has always valued the 
brotherly and amicable cooperation within this region, a 
cooperation which has been nursed and actively fostered 
for a long time. Kenya values and respects the provisions 
of the OAU Charter, and the international relations, that 
Kenya has always respected and zealously observed the 
provisions within the U.N. Charter governing civilised 
international relations among nations”. [sentence as 
received] 

“We respect the territorial integrity of other states. We 
have actively cooperated with sister states in many fields. 
Surprisingly, however, and in contrast to our practice of 
peace and cooperation with out neighbour—-Uganda, we 
are non-plussed at the vigilance [as received] audacity and 
virulent bellingerence with which Uganda has treated us”. 


“Uganda continues to perpetrate repeated incursions by 
its soldiers and spies into Kenya, looting property, kid- 
napping and killing innocent citizens. Uganda Govern- 
ment has continued to take glory in numerous lies in 
Africa and beyond against Kenya, alleging imaginary 
closures of border posts, a ban on cross-border transport”. 


“The government and people of Kenya shall not sit idle 
while Uganda works consciously against peace and stabil- 
ity of the state. Let them desist forthwith, or we shall not 
be held responsible for any subsequent and appropriate 
response that the people and Government of Kenya may 
take to conserve our rights and sovereignty against this 
belligerent, unsolicited and provocative interference with 
our sovereignty, peace and liberty.” 


26 NRA Troops Killed 
EA161021 Nairobi NAILY NATION in Engiish 
16 Dec 87 p 1 


[Correspondent Gichuru Najihi report from Busia: 
“NRA Men Suffer Heavy Casualties”; all quotation 
marks as published] 


[Excerpts] Twenty-six National Resistance Army (NRA) 
soldiers have so far been killed as the Kenya-Uganda 
border clashes continued for the second day yesterday. 


Fire-exchange extended to other parts of the border with 
the biggest onslaught being at Moding in Amogoro Divi- 
sion where six NRA soldiers were killed on Monday. 
Many residents in the area are said to have spent the night 
at the Chemasiri CPK [expansion unknown} church and 
in surrounding schools. 


The NRA soldiers fired bazookas at Moding, (Macha- 
kusi), but no casualties were reported. 


The Busia district commissioner (DC), Mr Simon Chacha, 
told newsmen that by 1030 it had been officially con- 
firmed that 20 NRA soldiers had been killed in the 
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fire-exchange. He added that four foreigners suspected to 
be Libyans, were helping NRA soldiers. A few civilians on 
the Kenyan side had been injured, along with three 
policemen who were flown to Nairobi's forces Memorial 
Hospital. 


There were no reports of deaths among the security 
personnel. [passage omitted] 


On Monday night the NRA soldiers tried to enter Kenya 
through Malaba but were repulsed by the Kenya police. 


The NRA soldiers were trying to cross the border ai 
Malaba but were repelled by our police forces. There were 
several casualties on their side but none on the Kenyan 
side. Mr Chacha told me: “Kenya has not invaded Ugan- 
da, but it is Ugandans who are trying to invade Kenya and 
as such the fight 1s on their side.” 


Mr Chacha told me four foreigners were seen fighting with 
the NRA soldiers and were suspected to be Libyans. 


[passage omitted] 


The onslaught at Moding was suspected to have been 
aimed at Uganda refugees but Mr Chacha said the refu- 
gees had been evacuated from there to Igara area, Nam- 
bale Division, a month ago as trouble started at the 
border. 


Yesterday the DC again organised their evacuation to an 
unidentified place. They were ferried in lorries and other 
big trucks from Igara. 


Mr Chacha said he feared Uganda would try and raid the 
refugee camps, set up in September after fighting between 
Ugandan Government forces and rebel guerrillas near the 
Kenyan border. 


“They are not safe here, we have reason to believe that 
NRA plans to come here.” 


About | ,000 refugees pulled down their tents and gathered 
their goats and chickens at Igara refugee camp near Busia, 
awaiting trucks to take them to an undisclosed location. 
Authorities said more than 2,000 would be moved. 


Mr Chacha had earlier said a number of NRA soldiers had 
been captured and were being held in police cells at Busia. 
A mopping up exercise for any foreigners had been 
mounted to ensure none of the rebels infiltrated Kenya. 


There were also heavy casualties on the NRA side across 
the border as a resuit of Kenya firepower. 


A few civilians on the Kenyan side had been wounded by 
stray bullets and an undisclosed number were lying at 
Busia District Hospital. A few were taken to Kakamega. 
Life at the border is tense and government offices 
remained closed. 


About 2,000 soldiers of the NRA had been mobilised 
around Busia town and its environs on the Ugandan side 
of the border while another 2,000 were said to be on the 
Ugandan side of Moding, northern Busia. Unconfirmed 


EAST AFRICA 


reports said the NRA soldiers attacked (Muluanda) with 
the aim of stealing cattle at about 1300. They also 
attacked Anguria to the north of Malaba, but were 


repulsed. 


“NATION” correspondent in Busia, Moses Radoli, adds: 
“As I walked from Busia town ijast night at 2030, I saw a 
lot of civilians stranded on the roadside with their house- 
hold belongings. ‘Some were carrying their belongings on 
their heads, others on wooden carts and others were trying 
to stop matatus [communal taxis], which were already 
packed with families and belongings. [passage omitted] 


““Matatus, pick-ups and other private cars continued to 
ferry people and their belongings to places away from 
Busia town. Many peopie slept by the roadside, outside 
shop verandas and in open fields in the twon with 
sporadic exchange of fire forming the background. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


About 300 people fleeing the shoot-out arrived in Kisumu 
by road late yesterday afternoon. Most of them were 
stranded in the town’s bus stop. Reports reaching Nairobi 
last night said more people were expected to land in 
Kisumu as the fighting continued. [passage omitted] 


Uganda Using Libyan ‘Instructors’ 
EA161029 Nairobi THE STANDARD in English 
16 Dec 87 p 1 


[Correspondent Amos Marenyua report: “Kenya- 


Uganda Clash: 20 NRA Men Killed”] 


[Excerpt] Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni was last 
night setting up an “emergency” military camp in Tororo 
after more than 20 National Resistance Army (NRA) 
Soldiers were killed by Kenyan police in the second 
military offensive staged by Ugandans at Busia. 


In what seemed to be a broad military offensive strategy, 
Libyan “instructors” attached to NRA also set up a camp 
15 kilometers from the border on the Busia-Kampala 
road. 


The Tororo emergency camp was being set up at a cement 
factory, seven miles from Malaba, after an impromptu 
morning cabinet meeting at Entebbe chaired by Muse- 
veni. 


By yesterday afternoon, an estimated 2,000 Ugandan 
soldicrs were heing moved in lorries from Libiri, 
Makindye and 'Mbuya barracks to the border. Several 
military commanders were also heading for the border. 


[passage omitted] 
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Somalia 


President Siad Addresses People’s Assembly 
EA152300 Mogadishu Domestic Service ini Somali 
1700 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] SDR President Muhammad Siad Barre delivered a 
speech tonight to open the 2d annual session of the 
People’s Assembly at the People’s Hall in Mogadishu, 
which will continue from 15-19 December. The session 
was Officially opened by Challe Muhammad Ibrahim 
Ahmad, the People’s Assembly chairman. Matters includ- 
ing the approval of the 1988 budget, the 5-year plan from 
1987 to 1991, and agreements signed wit international 
Organizations and state companies will be discussed. 


In his speech, Challe Siad firstly praised the permanent 
committee of the People’s Assembly for their achieve- 
ments since the last session. Challe Muhammad Siad 
Barre said that the session has before it matters concern- 
ing the development of the country’s economy and the 
welfare of community life, hence the obligation for offi- 
cials to openly discuss the agenda so their objectives can 
be achieved. He elaborated on the ideas behin’' the SRSP 
resolutions and their value for Somali society in building 
the economy to achieve permanent economic indepen- 
dence and to exploit our national means in overcoming 
problems that exist [words indistinct]. 


He briefed the assembly on his attendance at the Franco- 
African summit and its results. Among the major issues 
discussed there was what could be done about the huge 
African debt which seriously burdens the continent. He 
encouraged officials to seriously analyze the agenda of the 
session and always strive to realize the aspirations of the 
Somali people. 


Challe Muhammad Ibrahim Ahmad, the People’s Assem- 
bly chairman, also spoke about how the assembly is ready 
to discharge its national duty. He thanked the president 
for the role he performs in discharging his duties. 


Challe ‘Abd al-Rahman Abdullah Tuhman Shuke, secre- 
tary of the Permanent Committee of the People’s Assem- 
bly, aiso spoke on the achievements of the assembly 
during 1987 and victories scored. 


The session was adjourned tonight at 1900 and will 
resume tomorrow night. 


Uganda 


Musev.ai Notes Kenyan ‘Misinformation’ 
EA152019 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has reiterated that the 
people of Uganda have no reason whatsoever to fight the 
people of Kenya. The president, who was addressing a 
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press conferer.ce at State House this evening, told diplo- 
mats and newsmen that he decided to meet them because 
of the misinformation on Uganda that has continued to 
emanate from the Kenya Government. 


He said the shooting which is going on around Busia 
Started y afternoon from the Kenya side. He 
further disclosed that the NRA forces are under orders 
from their commanders not to shoot back and have not 
done so except for a brief moment when they responded to 
the shooting coming from the Kenya side [word indis- 
tinct]. 


President Museveni regretted this obvious act of aggres- 
sion by the Kenyan security forces, pointing out that 
although Uganda could ignore lies and misinformation 
against Uganda, it cannot ignore the killing of Ugandans. 


In the shooting incident which has taken place,he said, 
some Ugandans have been killed and others injured. 


He stated categorically that the Ugandan Government 
will therefore not tolerate such a situation. 


President Museveni also condemned statements mae by 
Kenyan officials making false aliegations against Uganda. 
He emphasized that there is a machinery whereby these 
allegations and complaints can be dealt with and solved 
without resorting to the press. 


The president assured Kenyans living in Uganda that 
nobody is going to provoke the Ugandan Government 
into harassing them. 


The president announced that the Ugandan Government 
is going to ask the OAU to intercede in this problem 
between Kenya and Uganda so that a solution can be 
found. 


He called on the Kenyan Government to stop all acts of 
aggression which lead to loss of lives of Ugandans and 
Kenyans, saying that the people of the two countries have 
a right to live in peace. 


The president said the Uganda Government demands that 
shooting into Ugandan territory from across the border 
stops and that the harassing and killing of Ugandans living 
in Kenya ceases forthwith. 


He said that the Uganda Government will not abandon its 
duty to protect the sovereignty of Uganda. 


DPRK Foreign Minister Departs for Harare 15 Dec 
EA152251 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Summary] Kim Yong-nam, DPRK vice premier a>4 
minister of foreign affairs, left Kampala today for Harare, 
Zimbabwe, after a 5-day officia! visit to Uganda. 


Des Santos Briefs Visiting UN Delegation 
MB142021 Luanda Dornestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT !4 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] Early this after x00n President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos received the UN delegation, which has been col- 
lecting, since Saturday, information for the preparation of 
a report on the situation in southern and southeastern 
Angola. The head of state gave a detailed account about 
the trends of the situation in that area, which is marked by 
an increase in South African military actions against 
FAPLA and its residents in violation of UN decisions. 
[passage omitted] 


Soviet Troops Said General Recalled 
MBiI51503 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in; English 
14 Dec 87 p 1 


{Text} London—A huge number of Soviet transport air- 
craft have left Angola during .ne past two weeks, carrying 
“large numbers” of Soviet military personnel and light 
equipment, according to Western intelligence sources. 


The move follows the crushing defeat of government 
troops during their big dry-season offensive against 
UNITA strongholds around the key southern town of 
Mavinga in the past three months. 


A report in the influential OBSERVER newspaper said 
the latest development had led to speculation that the 
move could indicate an attempt by Moscow to disengage 
from wholesale financial and military support in the 
region. 


Quoting unnamed intelligence sources, the newspaper 
also stated that Soviet General Konstantin Shagnovitch— 
believed to have been the master-mind behind the recent 
ill-fated offensive—had been recalled to Moscow. 


A Russian withdrawal is likely to be matched by the 
withdrawal of Cuban troops, it said. 


There are about 35,000 Cuban military and civilian 
personnel and an undisclose. number of Soviet “military 
advisers” operating in Angola. 

“It is believed the overt limited Soviet military with- 
drawal from Angola marks a crucial shift in the Kremlin’s 
policy away from attempts to win a decisive military 
victory and towards a negotiated end to the | 2-year civil 
war,” the report said. 


However, while a Soviet re-assessment of its commitment 
in Angola would be “warmly received in Pretoria” and 
help justify the death of 35 SADF soldiers and the 
wounding of 250 others, a Cuban withdrawal would 
present problems in justifying South Africa’s continued 
presence in Nan:ibia. 
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FAPLA Reportedly Downs 2 RSA Drones 
MB151429 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] Reports not yet officially confirmed say that the 
Angolan Armed Forces, FAPLA, have shot two drones in 
ithe Cuite) Cuanavale region. An Angolar source told AIM 
thai two South African drones were shot close to Cuito 
Cuanavaie on Friday. The source said that one of the 
airplanes fell into the Cuito River and the other <crash- 
landed. 


The Angolan source said that South African ground forces 
have moved some 50 km away from Cuito Cuanavale, 
thus reducing their pressure on that vital position af-er 
several weeks of air attacks. 


KUP Claims MPLA Dropping Toxic Bombs 
MB130647 (Clandestine) KUP in Engiish to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 13 Dec 87 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of the free land of 
Angola, 13 Dec (KUP)}—Frustrated by the failure of its 
Soviet-Cuban backed military offensive against the stra- 
tegic UNITA stronghold of Mavinga in south-eastern 
Angola, the MPLA regime has now started dropping toxic 
bombs on fields belonging to the civilian population in the 
UNITA controlled areas of Cuando Cubango Province. 


According to reports reaching KWACHA UNITA PRESS 
(KUP) news when two Soviet-built MIG-23 jet fighters 
dropped several toxic bombs on fields after failing to 
achieve their objective of bombing the civilian popula- 
tion. [sentence as received] 


The reports say that many crops have already been 
destroyed as a result of the effects of toxic bombs. 


Lesotho 


Court Recesses in Constitution Restoration Case 
MB151749 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 15 Dec 87 


{Text} The LESOTHO NEWS AGENCY has reported 
that the high court of Lesotho went on recess today after 
a case in which three politicians in the country had 
applied for the restoration of the 1966 consti.ution by the 
court. The presiding chief justice, (Wentzel Tifa Kgolono), 
according to the agency reserved judgement and promised 
to deal with it expeditiously. Mr (Thabo Mokoetsu), 
formerly of the Basotho National Party; Mr (Steven 
Mutslamule), formerly of Basutoland Congress Party; and 
Mr (C. Sangujane), formerly of the Basotho Democratic 
Alliance, had applied against his majesty, the Govern- 
ment of Lesotho, and the country’s attorney general. 


In his submission, the first applicant, Mr (Mokoetsu), said 
Lesotho was uwarded (?feuda!) independence in 1966 and 
the country retained its colonial status. He said the 1966 
constitution was drawn by the British Parliament, and 
Lesotho adopted a status of a British [word indistinct] 
within the Commonwealth and the king administered the 
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country on behalf of Queen Elizabeth II of Britain. The 
applicant also further :ndicated tha! the suspension of the 
constitution in 1970 by the late Chief Leabua Jonathan's 
regime was illegal and similarly the mi'‘itary takeover in 
1986 was unlawful as it did not conform with the consti- 
tution. 


Answering the application on behalf of the respondents, 
the senior state council, Mr (Dunbee), said the military 
regime had since the January 1986 takeover been in 
effective control of the government machinery in Lesotho. 
Mr (Dunbee) said s.=:< the coup there had been no 
attempts from either within or outside the country to 
topple the military government. He said the application 
should be rejected as it was geared to arouse political 
sympathies for the applicants. The senior state council 
further argued that the constitution was suspended in 
1970 and therefore the three could not come to court 
today to seek restoration of 2 constituiion whose suspen- 
sion became effective and was not challenged at the time. 
Mr (Dunbee) said it was absurd for the applicant to seek 
restoration of a law that was suspended 17 years ago and 
also challenge the legality of the government that had been 
toppled by another and to also argue that the present 
government was unconstiiutional because it took over 
form an illegal one. 


The court, according to LENA, will come from recess on 


2 February 1988. 
Mozambique 


FPLM Destroys 2 MNR Camps, Kills 14 
MB!515i3 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] The Mozambique Armed Forces-FPLM destroyed 
two armed bandit camps in the Vanduzi and Mupengo 
regions of Manica Province between 7 and 8 December. A 
military source told our Manica correspondent that dur- 
ing the attacks on Vanduzi and Mupengo camps our 
forces killed 14 bandits and captured assoited war mate- 
riel. The bandit hideouts had 44 huts. A total of 52 
peasants forced to live with the bandits were freed. 


The source added that recently three children and four 
peasants were massacred in the Save and Machaze areas. 


Republic of South Africa 


Officials Discuss State of Emergency 
MB151327 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1830 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Interview with Roelf Meyer, deputy minister of law and 
order; Kobus Neethling of the Bureau for Information; 
and Andre Cornelissen, provincial secretary of the 
Transvaal Provincial Administration, by Marietta Kru- 
ger on the “Network” program; date not given—video 
recorded] 


[Text] [Kruger] Good evening, and welcome to “Net- 
work.” We have reached the end of 1987, Mr Meyer. If 
you look back for an evaluation, what would you say? 
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[Meyer] If we review the unrest situation, | think it went 
off rather well compared with 1985 or 1986. We are 
satisfied because we have been successful, if we take into 
consideration that we have attained our obective to 
mainiain law, order, siability, and normalit: in black 
residential areas. We have created conditions in which 
political, economic, and social development can tabc 
place. { must add that because of ihe state of emergency 
we were able tc maintain peace, especially + biack 
residential areas, creating a climate conducive to develup- 
ment. 


[Kruger] Will the state of emergency still continue for 
some time? 


[Meyer] I do not want to comment on that. It is difficult, 
Wut the fact to remember is that there is a revolutionary 
onslaught against South Atrica. As long as that onslaught 
threatens us, we must muster all our forces in thwarting 
that attempt. That is the responsibility of the government 
and its commitment to South Africans. The state of 
emergency is an instrument to successfully combat the 
revolutionary onslaught. So the state of emergency is 
going to be in place as long as the onsiaught continues. 


[Kruzer] We use terms such as stability and normality. Is 
there a difference between the two? 


[Neethling] It is time that we take a ‘ook at those two 
concepts. Stab:lity means that there will be no stone 
throwing, no arson, no unrest-relat-d murders, no inju- 
ries, and children will be able to attend school. In other 
words, we can characterize that as a stable situation. 
Normality refers more to a situation in which services 
have returned to normal, structures once again function, 
and police 2re present in residential areas without addi- 
tional protection and ensure that children return to 
school—a normal percentage of children. It means people 
will be abie to shop where they like without intimidation 
and return peacefully to their homes at night. That is what 
we classify as normal or normality. 'f we look at the 
situation in South Africa, for example stability, then we 
have had good period: \his year in contrast with the past 
2 years. 


[Kruger] Especially if one compares it to last year? 


{Neethling] Especially if one compares it to last, the 
beginning of last year. But we have not only lived through 
goud times as far as stability is concer»xed. There were 


many peak periods. 


{Kruger] I am thinking of Natal, for example, where there 
are problems. 


{Neethling] Natal is a problem area. There are other areas 
where there was intense unrest, where there was no 
stability. One has to look at all the sitnations in their 
entirety before making an evaluation. 


[Kruger] Are there reasons why those peak periods still 
occur in those areas? 
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[Neethling]} I think it is correct to say that factors causing 
those peaks still exist. 


[Meyer] If we look at the Natal situation, specifically the 
Pietermaritzburg black residential areas, it is conspicu- 
ously a strugyse between moderate organizations, black 
Organizations, and black radical groups. It is a black-on- 
black struggle. It is an entirely different patiern of unrest 
than las: year ur the year before that. 


{Aruger] Mr Cornelissen, you are provincial secretary. 
What role do the provinces play in development, stability, 
and normality? 


{Cornelissen} Let me put it to you this way. The new 
provincial administrations are the first positive step taken 
by the government in 1986 to move cinser to the people. 
Decisions are being made more quickly as a result. 
Because certain functions have been decentralized, 75 
anplications for housing per month are being processed. as 
compared to a previous figure of 9 per month. 


The second role played by the provincial administration is 
that all population groups are now incorporated into a 
significant body at the provincial admin- 
Scuetion toveh This aunas denna. che colored, and 
Indian people sit on the executive committee and make 
province. These decisions are made by consensus, which 
means that there must be agreement. If ther: is even one 
dissension then no decision is made. 


Another of our important functions is as large develop- 
ment organs created by government, especially for wel- 
fare. Let us take the tota! budget of the provinces, about 
9.6 billion between the four provinces, about 14.76 per- 


page budget. They are responsible 

such as health services, local 
ane Sebel, en! black housing. From | January 1986 
until the end of 1987 in the Transvaal we have 


identified 16,000 hectares for black housing. 


Kruger] We are not talking about the past 12 months. 
ould you say the success goes back before the end of last 


[Cornelissen] On | July 1986, the new provincial admin- 
istrations were structured and from | October a large 
transfer of power from government to the provinces took 
place, where own affairs are now being handled. 


[Kruger] You are nodding. Do you agree? 


[Meyer] Yes, definitely. | think one of the n.ost important 
roles played by provinces is to bring the government 
closer to the people on regional and local levels. This 
concerns matters which affect people daily. The provinces 
play an important role on behalf of the government. 


[Kruger] Mutual attitudes of South Africans have changed 
ee Is that so, Mr Neeth- 
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[Neethling]} If one looks at this aspect, then it should be 
considered over a longer period. Errors are made if we 
jook at a short period of say | to 6 months. One must look 
at it over 2 longer period to see how attitudes have 
changed. If we look at the past 2 years and this year as 
well, then we find that even at present more than 80 
percent people of all population groups have indicated 
that they want to cooperate, make decision: jointly. And 
at the same time I must say that the 15 to |} percent not 
included here are radicais who refuse to cooperate. That 
percentage has not decreased. They have remained the 
same, but the majority want good relations. There is no 
doubt. 


[Kruger] What al. wt their impact? Has that increased? 


{Neethling] I think we do not only find this in Africa. But 
this small percentage I have just mentioned are well- 
organized. They plan well, they change strategies to suit 
themselves. They are well-coordinated. 


[Kruger] We therefore cannot rest on our laurels. 
{Neethling}] Definitely not 


[Kruger] We have talked about unrest and the emergency 
Situation, but is the coordination of the action to control 
the unrest situation too loosely structured? Is there good 
control? 


[Meyer] | think one of the factors in our favor at the 
moment is the fact that we have a well-coordinated 
structure for addressing all aspects simultaneously. We see 
this at national, regional, and local levels in the joint 
management centers. These centers, the way they are run, 
have contributed to our successes on a local level. Our 
plan of action includes law and order, stability, good 
gcvernmeni, and political solutions. 


[Kruger] Do you agree? 


[Cornelissen] Yes. Another responsibility of the prov- 
inces—just now I referred to housing and the accommo- 
dation of rural immigrants. Within the provin-ial struc- 
ture one finds the provincial administration, the regional 
services councils, and local governments. There are also 
parastatal organizations such as the Development Bank. 
the Housing Trust, and the Small Business Development 
Corporation, which also offer aid. Our responsibility is to 
coordinate thesc organizations into the one truly special- 
ized effort to solve the problem. 


[Kruger] There are still 2 weeks left until the end of the 
year. How do you see next year? 


[Cornelissen] | am optimistic. On local levels there is 
reconciliation. The financial position of black local gov- 
eraments will be addressed, and through the regional 
services councils we are going to raise large sums of 
money In the Transvaai we will collect about 3 to 4 
million per year for development projects 


[Kruger] That is good. Dr Neethling? 
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{Neethling] | too am optimistic. I think the indications are 
there that all will be well. 


[Kruger] Mr Meyer? 


{[Meyerj We are looking forward to a blessed Christmas 
which I hope we are all going to enjoy. As far as the new 
year is concerned, if we continue as we nave donz in 1987, 
then I am certain 1988 will be a good year. 


[Kruger] Thank you for your participation. 


Commentary Analyzes Regional Impact of Sanctions 
MB15131‘° lohannesbure International Service 
in English . 100 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Station commentary: “Swazi'and and Sanctions Against 
South Africa”) 


[Zext] A year after the imposition of sanctions against 
South Africa, mainly by the United States, there appears 
v) be wider recognition of the fact that South Africa's 
neighbors are likely te suffer the most in the event of 
mandatory sanctions being applied. 

The vulnerability of South Africa’s neighbors was under- 
lined in a radio interview at the weekend by Swaziland’s 
former minister of finance, Mr James Simelane. The 
Swazi economy, he said, is totally dependent on the South 
African economy and would be ruined by the effects of 
strictly applied international sanctions against South Afri- 
ca. He pointed out that Swaziland derives its revenue 
mainly from the Customs Union agreement between 
South Africa and three other former British colonies: 


African national states, which have now sovereign inde- 


pendence: Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, and the 
Ciskei, known as the TBVC couniries. 


The Customs Union provide sor the smooth flow of 


average of 32 percent of its earnings, Lesotho with 37 
percent of its earnings, and Swaziland with a massive 61 
percent. 


Another important source of Swaziland’s revenue derives 
from its migrati«y labor on South Africa’s mines. If the 
thousands of Swazi migrants have to lose their jobs in 
Seuth Africa, it would worsen the already bigh rate of 
unemployment in Swaziland. 


These are among the facts which show that the economic 
interdependence of the states of southern African make it 
impossible to inflict economic hardships on South Africa 
alone. 
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Mbeki Prepares Court Challenge of Restrictions 
MB151345 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1329 GMT 
1S Dec 87 


[Text] Cape Town Dec 15 SAPA—Freed African National 
Congress leader Mr Govan Mbeki is to challenge in the 
Supreme Court orders restricting him to Port Elizabeth 
and preventing him from speaking to the press. 


This was < nounced is: Cape Town today by his attorney, 
Mrs Priscilla Jana. She said she was preparing papers 
the case which she hoped to fle next week. The applica- 
tion wor! probably be held in Pretoria. 


Mr Mbeki, who arrived in Cape Town on Sunday to see 
doctors at Groote Schuur, leaves for Port Elizabeth today. 
Mrs Jana described the tests 3s routine and said he was 


“in good shape”. 
Meanwhile, Mr Jan van Eck, independent MP for Clare- 


Bs 


outside t’,¢ centre and when he went to Caledon Square to 


UDF, Church Condemn Mbeki Rally 
MB151021 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1919 GMT 15 Dec 87 


{Text} Cape Town, Dec 15, SAPA—The eleventh-hour 
ban on the meeting to protest against restrictions on Mr 
Govan Mbeki was “omiaoxs and appalling,” according to 
Mr Dullah Omar, western Cape chairman of the United 
Democratic Front. 


People were turned away at roadblocks surrounding tie 
Good Hope Centre yesterday when the meeting, due to 
start at 7pm, was banned by Brigadier Ronnie van der 
Westhuizen, divisional commissioner of police, in terms 
of the Public Safety Act. 


The orgauisers were told about 3pm that .he meeting had 
been banned. Mr Omar said today he had the clear 
impression that those who controlled the security forces 
wanted a massive display of force in the presence of large 
uumbers of people. 


“One cannot hel thinking t! at they were looking for a 
confrontation in which they could display their might.” 
Meanwhile, the Cape Town Diocesan Council of the 
Anglican Church has condemned the restrictions on Mr 


Mbeki and the removai cf Noordhoek squatters recently, 
saying that “evil is rampant in our land.” 
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Lekeoa Police Stage Mutiny; Commander Suspended 
MB141240 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1233 GMT 
14 Nec 87 


[Text] Johannesdurg Dec 14 SAPA—The Lekoa Town 
Council has suspended the commander of its municipal 
police force following an arnied mutiny by about 60 
policemen in Sebokeng township on Thursday. 


Nineteen mutineers were arrested after the skirmish with 
members of the West Rand SAP riot squad. Eight men, 
including one SAP member, were injured during the 
incident. Charges being investigated inctude atterapted 
murder, malicious damage to property and mutiny. 


A spokesman for the Lekoa Town Council con< -med the 
~ownecil’s executive committee had decided to Thursday 

- | to suspend the white commander of their municipal 
_vuct force, Major J.J. Bruyns, with loss of salary and 
w th immeciate effect. He added that the Town Council 
"« also called for a commission of inquiry into the 
aivuiny. 


According to the spokesman, the majority of the 480- 
strong police force had failed to report for duty since 
Friday. 


Although police and municipal <uthorities have so far 
given no indication of what the cause of the uprising was, 
it is believed resentment over wages 2s low as R128 a 
month could have contributed to the ipcident. 


The drama apparently unfolded about 10am on Thursday 
when the municipal policemen were ordered to stand 
vehicle inspection Sy Major Bruyns, who had taken com- 
mand on Wednesday after a two-and-a-half month stint in 
the “operational area”. After refusing to obey, the sus- 
pected mutineers allegedly climbed into their bakkies 
[pickup truck] and tried to run Major Bruyns down. Major 
Bruyns was not injured and fled for his life. 


He aicrted the West Rand riot squad who rushed to 
Sebokeng to counter the mutiny. The municipal police 
apparently fired on the riot unit members who retaliated 
with tearsmoke and buck shot. After the 19 policemen 
were arrested, others fled. 


Lekoa Mutineers Released 
ry 1240 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1235 GMT 
15 Dec 87 


[Text] Johanne burg Dec | 5 SAPA—The 19 Lekoa Town 
Council policemen arrested last week after the Scuth 
African Police crushed an armed mutiny in Sebokeng 
townshi~ have been released, police said. A Pretoria 
police spokesman said today it was not yet known when 
the 19 alleged mutineers would appear in court. “All | can 
Say a (his stage is that they have all been released pending 
further investigation. The wole matter is aow su 
judice,” he said. 

Charges veing investigated in connection with the inci- 
dent :nclude attempted murder, mutiny and malicious 
damage to property. 
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Eight men, including one SAP member, were injured in 
the confrontation, which erupted last Thursday when 60 
municipal policeman refused an order by their white 
commander to stand vehicle inspection. They then alleg- 
edly tried to run him down with their vehicles. 


The officer, Major J.J. Bruyns, has since been suspended 
from his duties withou1 pay pending an inquiry into the 
incident. 


Police Detain Eastern Cape [DASA Offficial 
MB150905 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0901 GM7 
1S Dec 87 


[Text] Cape Tewn, Dec 15, SAPA—The regional co- 
ordinator of the eastern Cape branch of the Institute for a 
Democratic Alternative for South Africa, (EDASA) Mr 
Monde Mtanga, was detained last Friday, the executive 
director, Dr Alex Boraine, said today. 


In a statement released here he said: “I have now finaily 
established that Mr Mtanga has been detained under 
security regulations and is being held at St Aibars. We 
have written te the police requesting information as to 
whether or not he will be charged and :f so under »-hat 
law. 


“It has been clear for a long time that the state has decided 
to clamp down on any organisation or individual who 
seeks an alternative path to the one of continued minority 
rile through repression, coercion and co-option. 


“This government has yet to learn that with its abandon- 
ment of the rule of law and its commitment to arbitrary 
action it is sowing the seeds of its own demise aad making 
a negotiated settlement ir. SA more and more remote. 


“IDASA joins the voices of many other progressive orga- 
nisztions in SA in demanding the release of all deiainees, 
including our staff member, Monde Mtanga,” Dr Boraine 
said. 


Police Issue Unrest Report C 15 Dec 
MB160731 Johannesburg SAPA in English 6728 GMT 
16 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria, Dec 16, SAP." 
overnight unrest report from the »o 
relations, Pretoria: 


Unrest report at 0OhO1 on 87/12/15 to 23.59 on 87/12/15. 


Sasolburg—On 87/12/15 at about 11h.50 a group of 
blacks held an illegal gathering at the shopping cenire and 
refused to disperse. Police dispersed the group with sjam- 
boks [whips]. One black man arrested. One policeman was 
bitten in the hand by a black. His condition was not 
ser:ous. 


Durban—Inanda black residential area on 87/12/15 at 
about 19.20 a group of blacks threw stones at a bus and 
stabbed an Indian man in the back with a knife. Condition 
not serious. 


“he following is the 
‘2 divition of public 
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Cape Town—Nyanga black residential area, on 87/12/15 
at about 20.55 shots were fired at five special constables 
by unknown people. One constable was fatally wounded 
and two others were slightly injured. 


Soweto—Emdeni black residential area on 87/12/15 at 
about 20.30 a hand grenade that was hurled at a private 
house exploded. Slight damage caused. 


Edendale black residential area, Pietermaritzburg—the 
bodies of two unknown black men were found with 
several stab wounds. 


Banduza black residential area, Pietermaritzburg—the 
body of an unknown black man was found with several 
stab wounds. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB160802 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Justifies Mbeki Restrictions — The page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 15 
December comments on the PFP’s ‘‘outraged condemna- 
tion of the restriction order placed on Mr Govan Mbeki.” 
“It is time Mr Eglin woke up” and “stopped pretending 
that South Africa is dealing with a bunch of Western 
democrats. No, Mr Mbeki, a self-confessed member of the 
South African Communist Party and dedicated ANC 
leader, is not suddenly going to become a man of sweet 
talk and reason.” “If the radicals meanwhile stopped 
trying to stir up emotions around Mr Mbeki, and allowed 
him to live the remaining years of his life without further 
involvement in radical affairs there would be no need for 
any restrictions on him either.” 


STAR Notes ‘Polarization’ in Churches — Carina le 
Grange writes on page 9 of Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 16 December that “mainline English-language 
churches are expected to come under increased pressure 
from conservative white membership next year as most 
black members increase their input and influence.” 
“Membership of the major English-language churches— 
Catholic, Methodist and Anglican—are made up of more 
than 80 percent blacks, a factor influencing official views 
increasingly.” “It is matters relating to the SADF, libera- 
tion movements and military chaplaincy that illustrate the 
dilemma most clearly—and fuel controversy and polari- 
sation. Put simply, it boils down to the fact that members 
of the same church may come into conflict on the bor- 
der—or in townships. It is a dilemma which can only be 
expected to worsen in the future.” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


CAPE TIMES Notes HNP ‘Disintegration’ — Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 14 December says in a page 6 
editorial that the decision by Louis Stofberg not only to 
resign his position as general secretary of the HNP but 
also to leave the party “will help finish off this group of 
extreme right-wingers, or at least pin them down in their 
deserved place on the fringe of South African politics.” 
CAPE TIMES believes “disintegration of the HNP is 
likely to benefit the Conservative Party. The CP will now 
try to unify right-wing whites.” “But at least greater 
right-wing unity will demonstrate the extent of the reac- 
tionary problem.” 


BURGER on Mbeki Propaganda — A page | 2 editorial in 
Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 14 December 
says that “since the release of Govan Mbeki it has become 
increasingly clear that he and the ANC, by their actions, 
had hoped to compel the government to take disciplinary 
steps against Mbeki. Such measures were announced on 
Friday with the banning of Mbeki. One wonders whether 
revolutionary elements had not hoped to get a govern- 
ment reaction and thereby create a propaganda storm.” 
“Whatever critics say, it is once again clear that it is not 
the governmer:t that is placing obstacles in the path of 
negotiation. Those who do not want negotiations with 
blacks to succeed because they are only interested in a 
transfer of power are the ones to blame.” 


Swaziland 


Police Refuse Comment on Reported ANC Raid 
MB150612 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] Swazi police are refusing to comment on reports 
they have carried out another raid, apparently against 
operatives of the ANC. It is not known whether any 
arrests have been made in the armed raid by paramilitary 
police on a block of flats at the Mobeni Flats estate in the 
Matsapa industrial area of Manzini. Informed police 
sources say the raid followed reliable information that 
ANC members known to have infiltrated Swaziland from 
Mozambique were staying at the flat. 


Lomahasha Residents Claim MNR Robbing Food 
MB141233 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Text] Swazi border villagers have been terrorized by 
armed gangs believed to be Mozambican rebels. Villagers 
in the Lomahasha area say armed men have forced their 
way into homes and robbed residents of food. They also 
report ongoing battles between Frelimo and the suspected 
rebels close to the Swazi/Mozambique border. 
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Burkina Faso 


Former Envoy to Cuba Spokesman for Opposition 
AB151716 Paris AFP in French 1646 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] Havana, 14 Dec [date as received] (AFP)}—The 
supporters of former Burkinabe President Thomas 
Sankara, who was killed on 15 October in a coup that 
. brought to power his former comrade-in-arms, Captain 
Blaise Compaore, have organized themselves inside and 
outside the country, according to Vincent N. OQuedraogo, 
former Burkinabe ambassador to Havana. In exclusive 
statements made to AFP on Monday [14 December], Mr 
Ouedraogo, who was dismissed from his post of ambassa- 
dor to Cuba on 9 December, introduced himself to the 
press as the spokesman of the People’s Democratic Rally- 
Thomas Sankara (RDP). This movement has assigned 
itseif the “‘mission of organizing the people's resistance” 
and of pursuing the former president’s work, according to 
its first manifesto dated 15 November, in Ouagadougou, 
and given to the AFP correspondent. 


Questioned at his diplomatic residence in Havana on the 
Cuban attitude toward this initiative, Mr Ouedraogo 
declined to comment, simply stressing that he had been 
selected as the spokesman of this movement because of 
his personality, and not because of his presence in 
Havana. The Cuban Government, it is recalled, described 
as a “lamentable event” the coup d’etat in Ouagadougou 
against Thomas Sankara, a head of state greatly esteemed 
on the island. Nevertheless, Havana maintained its dip- 
lomatic relations with the new regime and seems not to be 
aware of the new role of the former ambassador. 


According to Mr OQuedraogo, the RDP has had a clandes- 
tine political structure within Burkina Faso itself since 14 
November. It includes members of all social classes and 
supporters of the former president. The 15 October coup 
d’etat, he said, was planned by “the four true strong men” 
of the regime: Gilbert Diendere, Burkinabe head of state 
Blaise Compaore’s aide-de-camp, the current “head of 
national security,” and the assassin of Thomas Sankara, 
according to Vincent Ouedraogo; Watamou Lamien, a 
former minister of information; Captain Laurent Sedgo, a 
former artilleryman; and Captain Jean-Pierre Palm, head 
of the national gendarmerie. These men served as a sort of 
“fifth column” for foreign interests which wanted to end 
“the revolutionary process,” he added, although he 
refused to state which countries were most probably 
involved in the coup d’etat. The RDP spokesman merely 
mentioned information about the presence on 15 October 
of a foreign plane in Ouagadougou “with mercenaries on 
board.” He also said that wounded persons were sent to 
another country for treatment on 24 October. 


Finally, Mr Ouedraogo stated that repression continues in 
Burkina Faso and cited the example of 20 detained 
persons including seven former ministers: Pierre Oue- 
draogo (national secretary of the Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution); Ernest Nongma Ouedraogo 
(territorial administration and security); Abdoul Salam 
Kabore (sports); Justin Tiemtore (information); Alain 
Koeffe (transport and communications); Talata Eugene 
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Dondasse (financial resources); Fidele Toe (labor); and 
Moussa Bila Sankara, the former Burkinabe ambassador 
to Libya and uncle of the late president. 


The Gambia 


Jawara Interview on Senegambia Confederation 
AB111005 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 10 Dec 87 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] The Senegambian Confederation was formed just 
after the July 1981 Gambian coup attempt that was put 
down at President Jawara’s request by Senegalese troops. 
But [worcs indistinct] the union was a formality. The 
peoples of the two countries had always been united by 
common languages, culture, and family. The confedera- 
tion has tried to undo the divisions imposed by the 
colonial heritage when The Gambia was ruled by Britain 
and Senegal by France. President Jawara of The Gambia 
is the vice president of the confederation. Robin White 
spoke to him in London and put it to him that despite the 
rhetoric of confederation, very little substance has yet 
come out of it. 


[Begin recording] [Jawara] No, a lot has happened. The 
protocols of implementation, which have been signed 
under the main agreement, have been functioning and 
many of them have been signed and ratified by the two 
countries and are functioning very satisfactorily. 


[White] Yes, that is papers have been signed but has 
anything concrete actually happened? 


[(Jawara] Yes, indeed. A lot has happened and is happen- 
ing. 
[White] Like what, specifically? 


[Jawara] Well, I mean the confederal parliament has been 
set up. It has been functioning. 


[White] How often does that meet? 


[Jawara] Well, often it meets. I can’t tell you in precise 
statistics, but it meets whenever it is required. It has been 
meeting as laid down in the protocols of the agreement. 


[White] What does it decide on? 


[Jawara] Well, it considers matters pertaining to the two 
confederated states and makes recommendations. Certain 
protocols which have been agreed, signed, and ratified 
have been functioning very satisfactorily. For example, 
the protocols on defense, and security, on communica- 
tions, transport. This is to name only a few. 


[White] Is there now a confederal army? 


[Jawara] There is a confederal army, confederal gendar- 
merie. We have confederal forces and national forces. 


[White] How many are in that confederal force? 
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[Jawara] Well, I don’t think I should go into details of that 
nature, really. 


[White] Is it a 50-50 split in personnel? 


[Jawara] Well, but I mean there is an effective confederal 
force, armed force, and an effective national force in each 
country. 


[White] So, there are Senegalese troops in The Gambia 
now as part of the confederal army? 


[Jawara] Yes, well, there are confederal troops in The 
Gambia consisting of elements from Senegal or The 
Gambia and the same thing can operate, if required, in 


Senegal. 
[White] Who is in charge of those confederal forces? 


[Jawara] Well, I think you should study the agreemeat, 
confederal agreement. Really these are things which are 
easily available and what I can do is to supply you with the 
confederal agreement and the protocols on defense and 
security. 


[White] I asked because when I was there, there was some 
alarm among ordinary Gambians that there were large 
numbers of Senegalese troops there and that was worrying 
them, although those kinds of worries you said they don’t 
exist any more? 


[Jawara] They do not exist. They are not there as Senega- 
lese troops but as confederal forces as I have just 
explained. 


[White] Perhaps there are some suggestions that both you 
and the Senegalese Governments feel that you can get 
what you want in terms of cooperation without going 
towards any kind of Senegambia aud that you have now 
realized that and both sides are kind of soft peddling on it? 


[Jawara] [Laughing] In fact, I don’t know. I don’t know 
how or where you got this impression from. I mean the 
Senegambian confederal arrangement is in force. [end 
recording] 


Ghana 


Soviet Delegation Ends Visit, Returns Home 
AB161014 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Text] The Soviet delegation, which was in the country for 
a week’s official visit, has flown back home. During its 
Stay, the delegation had discussions with PNDC members, 
some sector secretaries, cadres of the revolution, and 
toured the Central and Western regions. 


At a predeparture news conference, the leader of the 
four-man delegation, Mr P. Reznikov, said the visit has 
afforded them the opportunity of familiarizing themselves 
with the people of Ghana and with the PNDC’S activities 
in the economic sphere. He said the delegation was greatly 
impressed by the detemination of the working people of 
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Ghana to rebuild the national economy and protect the 
honor and dignity of Ghana from the desirous and inter- 
nal and external reactionaries, 


Mr Reznikov said the group was also happy that the broad 
section of the Ghanaian society supports the Soviet policy 
of restructuring and its philosophy of a new thinking in 
the international scene aimed at safeguarding and preserv- 
ing world peace. 


South African Pan-Africanist Delegation Leaves 
AB161016 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Text] A four-man delegation of the Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress of South Africa has flown to Lagos after a 5-day visit 
to Ghana during which it briefed the government on the 
— facing the anti-apartheid movements in South 
Africa. 


In an interview with newsmen at the Kotoka International 
Airport, the leader of the delegation, Mr Johnson 
Mlambo, said the armed struggle is being intensified. He 
therefore appealed to Ghana and other African countries 
to give liberation movements in South Africa more finan- 
cial and material assistance. Mr Mlambo, who is also the 
chairman of the Congress, said his organization is pre- 
pared to unite and work with other anti-apartheid move- 
ments to enable them to achieve black majority rule as 
early as possible. He also called on the international 
community to bring pressure to bear on the Botha regime 
to stop the execution of six blacks sentenced to death by a 
court in Sharpeville. 


World Bank Announces Aid to Transport Sector 
AB111903 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT I1 Dec 87 


[Text] The biggest undertaking in Ghana’s economic 
recovery program takes off early next year. It is the $220 
million rehabilitation project for the transport sector 
which was approved by the World Bank yesterday. Dis- 
closing this to the GNA [GHANA NEWS AGENCY] in 
Accra, the World Bank resident representative in Ghana, 
Song Choe, said the project would be implemented over 5 
years. The International Development Association, which 
is the bank’s soft loan branch, will provide $60 million 
with the Ghana Government providing another $60 mil- 
lion. There will be three other bilateral cofinanciers. 


Under the first of the project’s four main components, 
1,900 km of roads will be regraveled; 780 km resurfaced; 
150 km resealed; 1,800 km of feeder roads improved; and 
20 priority bridges rehabilitated. According to Mr Choe, 
the most important roads and bridges will be built linking 
agricultural areas with urban centers. He said the Ghana 
Highway Authority and the Department of Feeder Roads 
have already worked out a detailed plan of roads to be 
affected. 


Under the second component, the 576-km road linking 
Kumasi with the northeastern town of Paga will be 
rehabilitated at the cost of $55 million. 
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The third component, involving $42 million, entails the 
rehabilitation of the central and eastern rail lines, the 
improvement of signaling and telecommunications facil- 
ities along the line, the provision of locomotives and 
rolling (?stock), and management training support. 


The fourth component provides for support to the road 
transport industry including a credit line through the 
Social Security Bank [SSB] for more than 400 small-scale 
garage operators to acquire tools and spare parts. Mr Choe 
said a multipurpose freight terminal will also be built in 
Kumasi which will link rail and road transport, particu- 
larly for transshipment from and to Kumasi. 


A pilot project under which manual farming vehicles will 
be built and introduced in Ghana will be undertaken with 
$1.4 million to be channeled through the SSB. The man- 
ual vehicles used widely in Asia are expected to reduce the 
head-loading burden of farming women and children and 
yet raise their productivity by providing bigger loading 
capacities. 


Niger 


Foreign Minister Takes Saibou Message to Libya 
AB151929 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Minister Sani 
Bako arrived this morning in Tripoli with a message from 
the head of state, Colonel Ali Saibou, to the leader of the 
Libyan revolution, Colonel Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi. 


Nigeria 


Labor Congress Chairman, Others Said Arrested 
AB160738 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Text] Four senior officials of the Nigerian Labor Con- 

gress have been held for questioning by the state security 

service. They include the national chairman of the Labor 

7 ag Ali Ciroma, and the general secretary, Lasisi 
unde. 


The Labor Congress is currently involved in a dispute 
with the government over plans to raise petrol prices. A 
government spokesman, confirming that the men have 
been arrested, described their campaign as mischievous. 
The Labor Congress says the rise in the petrol prices will 
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bring intolerable hardship to people over their sufferings 
because of the severe structural adjustment program. The 
Congress has appealed to the government to release the 
men in the interest of industrial peace. 


Senegal 


66 AIDS Cases Detected in Public Hospitals 
AB152201 Paris AFP in French 2109 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] Dakar, 15 Dec (AFP)—Sixty-six cases of AIDS 
have been detected in public hospitals in Senegal as of 4 
December, doctors and researchers disclosed at a sympo- 
sium held in Dakar. Of these suffering from the disease, 
29 have died, they stated in a report, pointing out that the 
spread of the disease is “slow” and that the situation “has 
been brought under control to a certain extent” through 
preventive measures. 


According to official reports, Senegal is soon going to 
devise a national strategy to prevent and combat AIDS, a 
program which will require financing of $4.8 million 
(more than | billion CFA francs). 


Sierra Leone 


Iran Gives Aid for Islamic Institution 
AB111054 Paris AFP in French 1841 GMT 10 Dec 87 


[Text] Freetown, 10 Dec (AFP)—Iran has responded 
favorably to several requests for aid made by Sierra 
Leone, notably, concerning financial aid for an “Islamic 
institution” in the capital, it was learned yesterday from 
informed sources in Freetown. The Sierra Leonean Gov- 
ernment, the same sources stated, has procured aid for oil 
supply, drug delivery, and the development of an “Islamic 
institution recently established in the capital, Freetown.” 


Iran’s ambassador to Freetown, Dr Morteza Mahmudi, 
delivered a special message from Iranian President Seyyed 
‘Ali Khamene’i to Sierra Leonean President Joseph 
Momoh. Mr Mahmudi revealed that his country was 
expecting the visit of an important Sierra Leonean dele- 
gation soon. The contents of the message were not 
revealed, but Radio Freetown, quoting President Momoh, 
said the message was “gratifying” and that “Sierra 
Leone’s request had been approved by Tehran.” 


Recalling the Gulf war, the national radio said President 
Momoh appealed to foreign powers to withdraw from the 
region and leave Iran and Iraq to settle their own prob- 
lems. 
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